
SAE SUPRA 2015: Team VR-25 Experience at Chennai 

The students of SAE VIIT Collegiate club participated in the SUPRA SAEINDIA 2015 

held at Madras Motor Sports Race Track, Chennai. The event demands the 

designing and fabrication of a Formula style Race-car which can endure for 22 

kms without any problems.  

The students had participated in the same event last year. This year a new team 

of 25 members consisting members from SE to BE Mechanical Engineering 

participated for the event. The team learned lot of things from the event which 

they don’t get to learn in the classroom. 

A total of 176 participated in the event out of which only 110 teams were allowed 

to fabricate the vehicle. These teams were filtered based on their design 

submitted at the Virtuals round. Team VR-25 secured 6th ranked in the Virtuals 

Round. The team then fabricated the vehicle and sent it to Chennai. 

 

 

 



The Judging for the event takes place in different stages:  

Stage 1: Technical Inspection 

The teams are judged on the basis of basis of the rule book presented for the 
event. Teams clearing this get a sticker for completing this which enables them to 
move ahead. Drivers also have to do an egress test which shows how quickly a 
driver can come out of the vehicle when he is fully belted. 
 
Stage 2: Tilt and Noise Test 
 
The vehicle is tilted at an angle of 45 deg to check whether there are any leaks in 
the vehicle and then tilted at 60 deg to check whether the Centre of Gravity (CG) 
of the vehicle is stable.  The vehicle is then fired up to check the noise of the 
vehicle. The vehicle noise has to be less then 110 dbs. 
 
Stage 3: Brake Test 
 
The vehicle is then run at a speed of 40 kmph and then asked to brake where all 
the brakes should lock and the vehicle should stand straight.  
 
After this the vehicle is cleared to take Skidpad Test, Acceleration Test and 
Autocross Test before Endurance Race. 
 
The SUPRA event was scheduled from 16th July 2015 to 19th July 2015: 
 
Day 1: Registration  
 
On the first day, the team completed the registration of the vehicle and they got 
their pit allotted for the event. The car was allotted number 130. 
 



 
Covered Vehicle in the Pit 

 
 
Day 2: Technical Inspection 
 
The team got their time for technical inspection in the post lunch period. The 
vehicle was then taken for technical inspection for the first time. The car was 
checked by the Judges and the corrections were given. The main problem was 
with the templates which had to fit in the vehicle. So to fit the templates the team 
started to work.  



 
Vehicle lined up for Technical Inspection 

 
 
 

 
Modifications done in Pit Area 

 



Day 3: 
 
The team was still making the changes in the vehicle so that we can get the 
technical inspection cleared. The technical inspection bay was open only till 1 pm 
that day. The team could not complete the changes to fit the templates before 1 
pm and the journey of Team VR-25 ended there for the event. 
 

 
 
 
The judges were happy with rest of the design. They were extremely impressed 
with the weight reduction brought by the team in the vehicle. The previous 
vehicle was 340 kgs and this vehicle weight was 250 kgs.  
 
Day 4: 
 
Endurance Race was on the 4th day. 9 cars were eligible for the final endurance 
race. Out of these 9 only 5 could complete the race.  



The event ended on sad note for the team but the experience we got was great. 
The experience that we had was unique and the lesson we learnt, life changing. 
We learnt how to be a proactive team member, how to build the team spirit and 
work together. In the pit, everyone knew their responsibilities. We saw some 
beautiful cars and their innovations. We learnt many things from the other 
successful teams also. We now know that the next BAJA/SUPRA vehicle is going to 
be the better, since a three time experience has taught us a lot. 
 
We would like to thank our college authorities for allowing us to have such an 
amazing experience and helping us through this journey. We hope they keep the 
same trust in us and we promise to come victorious next time. 
 

 

Members with VRC15 



 

Our Vehicle-VRC15 


